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Abstract

Prior work on the development of skilled manual behavior in infants and young children has
often focused on developmental milestones. Less attention, however, has been directed toward
understanding (a) the mechanisms that enable the achievement or performance of these
behaviors and (b) subsequent developmental changes in these skills once a given milestone is
achieved. In my presentation, | will focus on four areas of manual skill in young children:
reaching, object manipulation, tool use, and problem solving. These manual skills are integral
components of many forms of cognitive activity. | will highlight new findings and methodological
advances in each of these areas that enable us to address questions about developmental
mechanisms and subsequent developmental change once a basic milestone has been
achieved. Implications for more thorough and sensitive developmental assessment will be
considered as well.
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